
Many Jews sought the Rambam’s sage advice; 
he would receive many letters every day.

The Rambam immediately wrote a comforting letter...

,אחי אהובי
My dear brother, I was honored to receive your letter, 
and you ask an excellent question. Avraham is the 
forefather of us all, and as one of us you can definitely 
refer to the Avos as your own ancestors in the tefillos…

Your reward is eternal, and may you be blessed!

Why did Rabbeinu answer in 
Hebrew? This man wrote his letter 

in Arabic! It would be easier for him 
to read Arabic, since that is his first 
language. Rabbeinu has written many 
answers, and even his commentaries, 

in Arabic!

I specifically 
wrote it in Hebrew 

to further show him 
how much he is now 
part of Klal Yisrael. 
I recognize him as 

a full-fledged Jew 
who understands 

Hebrew.

Your question is 
good, but this man is a 
ger. If I had written my 
answer in Arabic it might 
just remind him where he 
originally comes from.

 from his תּוֹרה was born in Cordova, Spain, and learned ,רמב״ם the ,רבינוּ משה בן מימוֹן זצ״ל
father. He was around בר מצוה when the Cordoban Jews were forced to either accept 
Islam or go into exile. The רמב״ם and his family fled, wandering through Spain for 12 
years. It was during this time that the רמב״ם wrote his classic פרוּשׁ המשניוֹת. In 1165 his 
family finally settled in Cairo, Egypt. He became the royal doctor after his brother,
 who supported the family, drowned at sea. Between 1167-1180 he wrote the famous ,ר׳ דוד
 written פרוּשים There have been hundreds of .הלכוֹת a clear guide to all ,(יד החזקה) משנה תּוֹרה
on משנה תּוֹרה. On his קבר are the words “ממשה עד משה לא קם כמשה- From (משה רבינוּ) משה until 
 ,He also wrote other works ”.משה there has never been anyone like (רמב״ם the) משה

including מוֹרה נבכים - Guide for the Perplexed, a complex philosophical work.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

י זַצַ״ל מְעוֹן אַגַסִׁ  was born in Baghdad, Iraq (Persia) to חָכָם שִׁ
לְכָה He studied in  .פָרְחָה and אַהֲרֹן דְרָש זִׁ ית מִׁ  and hid his בֵּ
brilliance in תּוֹרָה until he was יד י מֻבְהָק his מַסְפִׁ בֶן  the ,רֶבִׁ

יש חַי י at his ,אִׁ ל He also learned under .לְוָיָה s’רֶבִׁ ים  Maglad and ר׳ שְמוּאֵּ סִׁ ר׳ נִׁ
י וִׁ ירוּש at 17. In 1878 he began writing his קַבָלָה He began to study .הַלֵּ  on פִׁ
the תּוֹרָה. A year later, he married ל  עַבְדאָללָה בֶן אֶלְיָה בָחָר daughter of ,רָחֵּ
and later joined צְחָק יבַת חָכָם יִׁ צְחָק מָרְדְכָי  where he learned under ,יְשִׁ חָכָם יִׁ
ים His illustrious .שָשוֹן ידִׁ  of Baghdad אב״ד the) ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ מֹשֶה included תַּלְמִׁ
and רָב of ים בְעָתַיִׁ ית of the ראב״ד) Mutzafi ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ,(גִׁ דִׁ דָה הֶחָרֵּ ית -עֵּ סְפָרַדִׁ
ם יְרוּשָלַיִׁ ק among others. Revered as a ,(בִׁ י and פוֹסֵּ  he ,תּוֹרָה in all areas of בָקִׁ
was also wrote many ים י אַהֲרֹן including ,סְפָרִׁ מְעוֹן and בְנֵּ י שִׁ מְרֵּ  .אִׁ

 ח' מנחם אב
5611 – 5674 
1851 – 1914 

A lady once came to י זַצַ״ל מְעוֹן אַגַסִׁ  and חָכָם שִׁ
asked for a loan from his צְדָקָה fund. He 
asked her if she had any collateral to offer. 
She gave him a garment and he gave her 
a loan. When his wife saw the garment 
she exclaimed, “This garment is not even 
worth a penny”. The חָכָם immediately 
calmed his wife and carefully explained 
his reasoning, “The important part [for me] 
is the loan, not the collateral.” His ל ת חַיִׁ  אֵשֶׁ
accepted his answer unequivocally. Of course, the 
borrower proceeded to repay her loan on time. 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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כֶם … ה׳    אֲשֶר  דִבֶר  לָּ כֶם  כַּ רֵךְ  אֶתְּ מִים  וִיבָּ עָּ כֶם  אֶלֶף  פְּ יֹסֵף  עֲלֵיכֶם  כָּ
רִים א:יא(. בָּ  )דְּ

 May G-d, … add a thousandfold more like you and bless 
you, as He spoke to you. 
שִ״י  אֵל says רַּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  s’מֹשֶה expressed dissatisfaction with בְּ
ה כָּ רָּ ה Only that and no more? Is that the full extent of your“ .בְּ כָּ רָּ  ?בְּ
רֵאשִית לב:יג) blessed us ה׳  to be like the dust of the earth …  too (בְּ
numerous to count.” 
ה responded, “You will surely receive the מֹשֶה  כָּ רָּ  ה׳ that בְּ
gave you. This is just my personal ה כָּ רָּ  ”.to you בְּ
 What exactly was מֹשֶה’s reply? What added benefit would 
אֵל רָּ נֵי יִשְּ ה derive from his בְּ כָּ רָּ  of a thousand-fold increase if they בְּ
were already receiving ה׳’s ה כָּ רָּ  ?of virtually limitless increase בְּ
ם סוֹפֵר  אֵל was testing מֹשֶה :explains חֲתַּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  Did they .בְּ
want to have children to help carry the household burden, provide 
companionship and as a source of security in old age? Or because 
each child is a spark of the Divine, a priceless gift from Heaven, a 
piece of א בָּ ם הַּ  If they had wanted children for their usefulness ?עוֹלָּ
alone, they would have said, “A thousand fold will suit our purposes 
just fine.” But they wanted children too numerous to count.  נֵי בְּ
אֵל רָּ  ,were thinking not about their material and emotional needs יִשְּ
but about the ה כָּ רָּ  that each child represents. Thus, they proved בְּ

themselves worthy of ה׳’s ה כָּ רָּ  .בְּ
 When עֲקֹב ם returned from יַּ רָּ ו ,אַּ עֲקֹב noticed עֵשָּ  s many’יַּ
children and asked him, “What are you doing with all these 
children? I thought we made a division; I take זֶה ם הַּ  and you take עוֹלָּ
א בָּ ם הַּ  So why do you have so many children? What do children .עוֹלָּ
have to do with א בָּ ם הַּ זֶה Children are a boon in ?עוֹלָּ ם הַּ  ”!עוֹלָּ
עֲקֹב   .replied, “Not so! Children are sparks of the Divine יַּ
The opportunity to raise a child, to develop a Divine soul to the 
point where it can enter א בָּ ם הַּ  is a privilege of the highest ,עוֹלָּ
spiritual worth. That is why I have children.” 
 Modern man has made a startling discovery: children are 
a burden. Who needs them? … But what about companionship? 
Future? No problem. Instead of coming home to a house full of 
demanding, noisy, frustrating children, he can come home to an 
adoring, tail-wagging dog who will run to bring him his slippers and 
newspaper. This is the attitude of ו  .adapted to modern times ,עֵשָּ
 In contrast, עֲקֹב  understands that each child represents a יַּ
spiritual mission, a spark of the Divine, entrusted to our care and 
our guidance, an opportunity to fulfill ה׳’s desire to have this soul 
brought to א בָּ ם הַּ  .עוֹלָּ

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

TorahThoughts

פרשה: דברים - שבת חזון     הפטרה: חזון ישעיהו... )ישעיהו א:א-כז(

דף יומי: סוכה י'

מצות עשה: 0     מצות לא תעשה: 2     שבועות לראש השנה: 7

kg"b vtav vjaucv c,hwv g"v c, hckjy"t rw anutk nbsk khyni akhy"t
)bpyrv h"d nbjo tc ,ag"y(

PIRCHEI 

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 347-486-6634



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

בָר  בָעֲרָבָה  דֵן  בַמִדְּ ר  הַיַרְּ עֵבֶּ רָאֵל  בְּ ל  כָל  יִשְּ ה  אֶּ ר  מֺשֶּ ר  דִבֶּ בָרִים  אֲשֶּ ה  הַדְּ אֵלֶּ
לָבָן   ל  וְּ בָרִים  א:א(…  מוֹל  סוּף  בֵין  פָארָן  וּבֵין  תֺפֶּ דִי  זָהָב  )דְּ וְּ  

 These are the words that ה  spoke to all Israel on the מֺשֶּ
other side of the דֵן  opposite the Sea of ,עֲרָבָה in the Wilderness, in ,יַרְּ
Reeds, between פָארָן and ל  . דִי זָהָב and … לָבָן and תֺפֶּ
לוּס and רַשִ״י   קְּ גוּם אוּנְּ  deviate from their normal תַרְּ
translation of the תוֹרָה. Both commentators explain that the words in 
the above פָסוּק, beginning with the word בָר  ,in the wilderness ,בַמִדְּ
hint to different sins committed by רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  during their forty years כְּ
in the Wilderness. ה רָאֵל wished to rebuke מֺשֶּ לַל יִשְּ  before he כְּ
departed this world, but he wanted to do it with respect, without 
causing them hurt or ill will. Therefore, he began by only alluding to 
their misdeeds. 
 The תוֹרָה commands us to reprove sinners, as the פָסוּק tells 
us: ָך ת עֲמִיתֶּ רָא ) … you shall reprove your fellow … — הוֹכֵחַ תוֹכִיחַ אֶּ וַיִקְּ
וֹת Yet this is one of the most difficult (יט:יז  .to fulfill correctly מִצְּ
There are times when you cannot simply be open and straightforward 
in your approach to rebuke a friend. If a person is too harsh in his 
rebuke, it can have an unfortunate negative influence on the person 
being admonished.   
 The Chofetz Chaim (חָפֵץ חַיִים עַל הַתוֹרָה: פָרָשַת כִי תִשָא) זַצַ״ל 
cautioned his students that when they would enter the rabbinate, 
they should be careful not to rebuke their congregants with harsh 
words, which leave no lasting impression upon one’s listeners. They 
should rather explain to the people what Hashem expects of them 
and the seriousness of the matter at hand.  
 Rebuke, when offered with true love and respect, will very 
likely leave its intended mark.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Avraham Yehoshua Heschel, the Rebbe of Kapishnitz, 
was a man of boundless kindness and רָאֵל  love of his fellow) אַהֲבַת יִשְּ
Jew). These two qualities were primary factors it the Rebbe’s success 

in bringing many people back to the תוֹרָה path. 
 One summer, the Rebbe was feeling ill and was advised to 
make use of the natural baths in Sharon Springs, New York, to help 
ease his pain. His place of lodging was a kosher hotel which was 
frequented by many Orthodox Jews. Though the Rebbe ate only food 
prepared by his family and on weekdays ate in his room, he still 
managed to get to know the other hotel guests and befriend them. 
 One of the guests was an elderly gentleman who had 
suffered through the horrors of the Second World War. After the war, 
this man had forsaken the observance of וֹת  The Rebbe engaged .מִצְּ
the man in friendly conversation on a number of occasions and the 
man, not surprisingly, was impressed with his wisdom and touched by 
his sincerity and warmth. 
 One day, the Rebbe casually asked the gentleman his age. 
“Eighty-three,” he replied. 
 “Well,” the Rebbe responded, “seventy years is a 
generation, and you are now thirteen years past that — you have 
reached וָה פִלִין a second time! I’ll tell you what: you put on בַר מִצְּ  in תְּ
honor of your וָה  in קִדוּש and I will invite everyone to a festive בַר מִצְּ
honor of the occasion!”  
 The man was visibly moved by the Rebbe’s magnanimous 
offer. After a moment’s thought, he replied, “If the Rebbe will get me 
a pair of פִלִין  ”.then I will wear them ,תְּ
 Soon after, the Rebbe left the hotel for a short trip. He 
returned with a new pair of פִלִין  and with bags of cake, kugel and ,תְּ
drinks for the קִדוּש which he had promised to serve. 
 The next morning, the man joined the יָן  and שַחֲרִית for מִנְּ
wore his new פִלִין  was held in honor of the קִדוּש a ,שַחֲרִית After .תְּ
man’s “וָה פִלִין The man continued to wear the ”.בַר מִצְּ  every תְּ
weekday. He was also inspired to cease from doing forbidden labor 
on שַבָת. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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 ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳:י״ד 
*It is important to clarify that all of the הֲלָכוֹת we have learned until 
now regarding the order of precedence apply not only in cases involving 
lending money or other items, but are equally applicable to any type of 
 situation. In most cases, the orders of precedence is as טוֹבָה or צְדָקָה
follows: parents, children, siblings, extended family, needy in the 
neighborhood, needy in the same city/town and ל י אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ  We .עֲנִיֵּ
should keep this in mind when we are faced with a challenge in doing 
 .and have to balance our priorities in our daily lives חֶסֶד
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
An example of the above הֲלָכָה is found in the רַמְבַ״ם’s explanation ( רוּשׁ הַמִשְׁנָיוֹת אָבוֹת פֵּ
יתֶךָ on the words (א:ה י בֵּ  ,and the poor should be members of your household ,וְיִהְיוּ עֲנִיִים בְנֵּ
that one should hire poor people to work for you in the home rather that using other 
hired help. (See עָה רנ״א סָעִיף ו׳  .(יוֹרֶה דֵּ

• One does not sit alone or on the ground/low stool for the 
ת on סְעוּדַת הַמַפְסֶקֶת  nor does one eat the traditional ,שַבָּ
hard bread and hard boiled egg dipped in ashes. 

• One may not greet one’s friend on ב ה בְאָּ שְעָּ  This .תִּ
prohibition includes even the customary “Good morning/
afternoon/evening!” 

1. What is חֲזַ״ל’s proof that the sun stopped in the sky during the 
war with סִיחוֹן? 

2. From where did ה  learn the idea of extending the offer for מֹשֶׁ
peace even though the offer would be ignored? 

1. The פָּסוּק says: all that is below the heaven will know about the war [with סִיחוֹן]. 
The event of the sun standing still is the only event that would be known to all of 
mankind (ָּיִם ָּמ ַּש ָּל ה ַּת כ ַּח  .(2:25 — ד״ה ת

2. At the time of ָּה ָּה first offered the ה׳ ,מַתַן תוֹר  to the other nations even תוֹר
though He knew they would ignore the offer (ַּר קְדֵמוֹת  .(2:26 — ד״ה מִמִדְב
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

The crowd was shocked when someone dressed in a layman’s 
garb gave the most amazing ד  חָכָם שִׁמְעוֹן .בֶן אִישׁ חַי on the הֶסְפֵּ
Agassi זַצַ״ל made a powerful impact on the קְהִלָה, who insisted 
that he done the Sage's robes — yet he stubbornly refused. He 
ran away from any honor, but it made him even more revered. 
R' Yaakov Hillel שַׁלִיטָ״א wrote, “He was a ל כֹּל עֶר  — גָדוֹל בַכֹּל מִכֹּ
 He was a — אִיז געֶװעֶן אַ גָדוֹל אִין יעֶדעֶר עִנְיָן אוּן יעֶדעֶר גוּטעֶ מִדָה
master in every subject and every good character trait!  

Source: Heard around the שבת table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 This is an excerpt of what 
לִיטָ״א Hillel ר׳ יַּעֲקֹב  renowned ,שַּ
ת שָלוֹם of ראֹש יְשִיבָה  wrote ,אַהֲבַּ
about חָכָם שִמְעוֹן Agassi ״ל צַּ  :זַּ
 “There was a man in 
Baghdad, חָכָם שִמְעוֹן Agassi, 
whose light of תוֹרָה spread 
through the hearts of that entire 
generation and the those after it. 
He was great in the revealed and 
hidden תוֹרָה, in his vast 
knowledge and depth of 
understanding. He was a great 
רְשָן and פּוֹסֵק  and a [speaker] דַּ
great יְטָן  deep and  brilliant] פַּּ
poet] and philosopher. He was 
also a great leader in חֲסִידוּת and 
 His greatness shined in .פְּרִישוּת
his צְדָקָה and kindness. He was 
also a great community activist 
and great in his understanding 
and vision. His greatness showed 
in his accepting affliction with 
love, overcoming נִסְיוֹנוֹת [trails 
and tribulations], and above all 
and in spite of everything, he was 
a great תְמִיד  continuously] מַּ
learning תוֹרָה].” 
 Agassi did not חָכָם שִמְעוֹן  
have much pleasure from  עוֹלָם
ה זֶּ  He wrote and described the .הַּ
terrible tragedies that befell him 
in a sea of tears and blood. His 
describes how his firstborn, אַהֲרֹן, 
who was born a few years after 
his marriage, was נִפְטָר in an 

epidemic plague on the eve of his 
wedding. This was his impetus to 
toil in the תוֹרָה of גִלְגוּל (about the 
returning soul), creating the 
outstanding ר  for later סֵפֶּ
generations which he named  בְנִי
 which took him nine years אַהֲרֹן
to write. 
 is over 240 בְנִי אַהֲרֹן 
pages long and begins on page 2 
with an unusual six line  הוֹדָעָה
 strong (clear) notice. “I am ,גִלוּיָה
 anyone who is interested in מוֹחֵל
reprinting and reselling this book, 
whether in ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶּ  or in any אֶּ
country … but on one condition: 
they must always include in their 
printing the last [40 plus] pages 
that were the three דְרָשוֹת I 
named עֲלוֹת אַהֲרֹן  אַהֲרֹן When ,בְהַּ
went up [to יִם  This will give.…[שָמַּ
you blessing from ד׳, for your 
good deed…” 
 My לְמִיד  the greatest ,תַּ
consolation for חָכָם שִמְעוֹן was 
through this ר  ,True, his son .סֵפֶּ
 s’אַהֲרֹן left no children, but ,אַהֲרֹן
greatest legacy still lives on 
forever. All the תוֹרָה that was 
created and the memories of his 
beautiful מִדוֹת will always serve 
as an inspiration for future 
generations! So too, your תוֹרָה 
and עֲשִים טוֹבִים  !lives on forever מַּ

  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A Letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Contest
Erev Shabbos

In תּוֹרַת הָעוֹלָה, the רמ״א writes that 
when נְבוּכַדְנֶאצַר came to destroy the  ית בֵּ
 ,the Greek philosopher, Plato הַמִקְדָשׁ
joined him. Plato met ּיִרְמְיָהו crying 
bitterly by the ruins of the ׁית הַמִקְדָש  בֵּ
and asked him 2 questions: 1) Is it 
befitting for a man of your intelligence 
to cry over stones? 2) The building is 
already in ruins … what good are your 
tears now? ּיִרְמְיָהו replied by asking him 
to list all his complicated philosophical 
questions. Plato listed his top most 
difficult questions. ּיִרְמְיָהו answered 
them all. Plato was dumbfounded! Then 
 cried, “I derived all my wisdom יִרְמְיָהוּ
from these stones! As regards my crying 
about the past, you will never 
understand it!” It was not for Plato to 
appreciate that the more we think 
about the loss of the ׁית הַמִקְדָש  the ,בֵּ
greater our joy at the time of the 
redemption — רָה  !בְבִיאַת הַמָשִׁיחַ בִמְהֵּ

חֻרְבָּן הַבַּיִת
With Love and Respect

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

בָר  בָעֲרָבָה  דֵן  בַמִדְּ ר  הַיַרְּ עֵבֶּ רָאֵל  בְּ ל  כָל  יִשְּ ה  אֶּ ר  מֺשֶּ ר  דִבֶּ בָרִים  אֲשֶּ ה  הַדְּ אֵלֶּ
לָבָן   ל  וְּ בָרִים  א:א(…  מוֹל  סוּף  בֵין  פָארָן  וּבֵין  תֺפֶּ דִי  זָהָב  )דְּ וְּ  

 These are the words that ה  spoke to all Israel on the מֺשֶּ
other side of the דֵן  opposite the Sea of ,עֲרָבָה in the Wilderness, in ,יַרְּ
Reeds, between פָארָן and ל  . דִי זָהָב and … לָבָן and תֺפֶּ
לוּס and רַשִ״י   קְּ גוּם אוּנְּ  deviate from their normal תַרְּ
translation of the תוֹרָה. Both commentators explain that the words in 
the above פָסוּק, beginning with the word בָר  ,in the wilderness ,בַמִדְּ
hint to different sins committed by רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  during their forty years כְּ
in the Wilderness. ה רָאֵל wished to rebuke מֺשֶּ לַל יִשְּ  before he כְּ
departed this world, but he wanted to do it with respect, without 
causing them hurt or ill will. Therefore, he began by only alluding to 
their misdeeds. 
 The תוֹרָה commands us to reprove sinners, as the פָסוּק tells 
us: ָך ת עֲמִיתֶּ רָא ) … you shall reprove your fellow … — הוֹכֵחַ תוֹכִיחַ אֶּ וַיִקְּ
וֹת Yet this is one of the most difficult (יט:יז  .to fulfill correctly מִצְּ
There are times when you cannot simply be open and straightforward 
in your approach to rebuke a friend. If a person is too harsh in his 
rebuke, it can have an unfortunate negative influence on the person 
being admonished.   
 The Chofetz Chaim (חָפֵץ חַיִים עַל הַתוֹרָה: פָרָשַת כִי תִשָא) זַצַ״ל 
cautioned his students that when they would enter the rabbinate, 
they should be careful not to rebuke their congregants with harsh 
words, which leave no lasting impression upon one’s listeners. They 
should rather explain to the people what Hashem expects of them 
and the seriousness of the matter at hand.  
 Rebuke, when offered with true love and respect, will very 
likely leave its intended mark.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Avraham Yehoshua Heschel, the Rebbe of Kapishnitz, 
was a man of boundless kindness and רָאֵל  love of his fellow) אַהֲבַת יִשְּ
Jew). These two qualities were primary factors it the Rebbe’s success 

in bringing many people back to the תוֹרָה path. 
 One summer, the Rebbe was feeling ill and was advised to 
make use of the natural baths in Sharon Springs, New York, to help 
ease his pain. His place of lodging was a kosher hotel which was 
frequented by many Orthodox Jews. Though the Rebbe ate only food 
prepared by his family and on weekdays ate in his room, he still 
managed to get to know the other hotel guests and befriend them. 
 One of the guests was an elderly gentleman who had 
suffered through the horrors of the Second World War. After the war, 
this man had forsaken the observance of וֹת  The Rebbe engaged .מִצְּ
the man in friendly conversation on a number of occasions and the 
man, not surprisingly, was impressed with his wisdom and touched by 
his sincerity and warmth. 
 One day, the Rebbe casually asked the gentleman his age. 
“Eighty-three,” he replied. 
 “Well,” the Rebbe responded, “seventy years is a 
generation, and you are now thirteen years past that — you have 
reached וָה פִלִין a second time! I’ll tell you what: you put on בַר מִצְּ  in תְּ
honor of your וָה  in קִדוּש and I will invite everyone to a festive בַר מִצְּ
honor of the occasion!”  
 The man was visibly moved by the Rebbe’s magnanimous 
offer. After a moment’s thought, he replied, “If the Rebbe will get me 
a pair of פִלִין  ”.then I will wear them ,תְּ
 Soon after, the Rebbe left the hotel for a short trip. He 
returned with a new pair of פִלִין  and with bags of cake, kugel and ,תְּ
drinks for the קִדוּש which he had promised to serve. 
 The next morning, the man joined the יָן  and שַחֲרִית for מִנְּ
wore his new פִלִין  was held in honor of the קִדוּש a ,שַחֲרִית After .תְּ
man’s “וָה פִלִין The man continued to wear the ”.בַר מִצְּ  every תְּ
weekday. He was also inspired to cease from doing forbidden labor 
on שַבָת. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

 ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳:י״ד 
*It is important to clarify that all of the הֲלָכוֹת we have learned until 
now regarding the order of precedence apply not only in cases involving 
lending money or other items, but are equally applicable to any type of 
 situation. In most cases, the orders of precedence is as טוֹבָה or צְדָקָה
follows: parents, children, siblings, extended family, needy in the 
neighborhood, needy in the same city/town and ל י אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ  We .עֲנִיֵּ
should keep this in mind when we are faced with a challenge in doing 
 .and have to balance our priorities in our daily lives חֶסֶד
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
An example of the above הֲלָכָה is found in the רַמְבַ״ם’s explanation ( רוּשׁ הַמִשְׁנָיוֹת אָבוֹת פֵּ
יתֶךָ on the words (א:ה י בֵּ  ,and the poor should be members of your household ,וְיִהְיוּ עֲנִיִים בְנֵּ
that one should hire poor people to work for you in the home rather that using other 
hired help. (See עָה רנ״א סָעִיף ו׳  .(יוֹרֶה דֵּ

• One does not sit alone or on the ground/low stool for the 
ת on סְעוּדַת הַמַפְסֶקֶת  nor does one eat the traditional ,שַבָּ
hard bread and hard boiled egg dipped in ashes. 

• One may not greet one’s friend on ב ה בְאָּ שְעָּ  This .תִּ
prohibition includes even the customary “Good morning/
afternoon/evening!” 

1. What is חֲזַ״ל’s proof that the sun stopped in the sky during the 
war with סִיחוֹן? 

2. From where did ה  learn the idea of extending the offer for מֹשֶׁ
peace even though the offer would be ignored? 

1. The פָּסוּק says: all that is below the heaven will know about the war [with סִיחוֹן]. 
The event of the sun standing still is the only event that would be known to all of 
mankind (ָּיִם ָּמ ַּש ָּל ה ַּת כ ַּח  .(2:25 — ד״ה ת

2. At the time of ָּה ָּה first offered the ה׳ ,מַתַן תוֹר  to the other nations even תוֹר
though He knew they would ignore the offer (ַּר קְדֵמוֹת  .(2:26 — ד״ה מִמִדְב

1. What is חֲזַ״ל’s proof that the sun stopped in the sky during the 
war with סִיחוֹן? 

2. From where did ה  learn the idea of extending the offer for מֹשֶׁ
peace even though the offer would be ignored? 

1. The פָּסוּק says: all that is below the heaven will know about the war [with סִיחוֹן]. 
The event of the sun standing still is the only event that would be known to all of 
mankind (ָּיִם ָּמ ַּש ָּל ה ַּת כ ַּח  .(2:25 — ד״ה ת

2. At the time of ָּה ָּה first offered the ה׳ ,מַתַן תוֹר  to the other nations even תוֹר
though He knew they would ignore the offer (ַּר קְדֵמוֹת  .(2:26 — ד״ה מִמִדְב

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

The crowd was shocked when someone dressed in a layman’s 
garb gave the most amazing ד  חָכָם שִׁמְעוֹן .בֶן אִישׁ חַי on the הֶסְפֵּ
Agassi זַצַ״ל made a powerful impact on the קְהִלָה, who insisted 
that he done the Sage's robes — yet he stubbornly refused. He 
ran away from any honor, but it made him even more revered. 
R' Yaakov Hillel שַׁלִיטָ״א wrote, “He was a ל כֹּל עֶר  — גָדוֹל בַכֹּל מִכֹּ
 He was a — אִיז געֶװעֶן אַ גָדוֹל אִין יעֶדעֶר עִנְיָן אוּן יעֶדעֶר גוּטעֶ מִדָה
master in every subject and every good character trait!  

Source: Heard around the שבת table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 This is an excerpt of what 
לִיטָ״א Hillel ר׳ יַּעֲקֹב  renowned ,שַּ
ת שָלוֹם of ראֹש יְשִיבָה  wrote ,אַהֲבַּ
about חָכָם שִמְעוֹן Agassi ״ל צַּ  :זַּ
 “There was a man in 
Baghdad, חָכָם שִמְעוֹן Agassi, 
whose light of תוֹרָה spread 
through the hearts of that entire 
generation and the those after it. 
He was great in the revealed and 
hidden תוֹרָה, in his vast 
knowledge and depth of 
understanding. He was a great 
רְשָן and פּוֹסֵק  and a [speaker] דַּ
great יְטָן  deep and  brilliant] פַּּ
poet] and philosopher. He was 
also a great leader in חֲסִידוּת and 
 His greatness shined in .פְּרִישוּת
his צְדָקָה and kindness. He was 
also a great community activist 
and great in his understanding 
and vision. His greatness showed 
in his accepting affliction with 
love, overcoming נִסְיוֹנוֹת [trails 
and tribulations], and above all 
and in spite of everything, he was 
a great תְמִיד  continuously] מַּ
learning תוֹרָה].” 
 Agassi did not חָכָם שִמְעוֹן  
have much pleasure from  עוֹלָם
ה זֶּ  He wrote and described the .הַּ
terrible tragedies that befell him 
in a sea of tears and blood. His 
describes how his firstborn, אַהֲרֹן, 
who was born a few years after 
his marriage, was נִפְטָר in an 

epidemic plague on the eve of his 
wedding. This was his impetus to 
toil in the תוֹרָה of גִלְגוּל (about the 
returning soul), creating the 
outstanding ר  for later סֵפֶּ
generations which he named  בְנִי
 which took him nine years אַהֲרֹן
to write. 
 is over 240 בְנִי אַהֲרֹן 
pages long and begins on page 2 
with an unusual six line  הוֹדָעָה
 strong (clear) notice. “I am ,גִלוּיָה
 anyone who is interested in מוֹחֵל
reprinting and reselling this book, 
whether in ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶּ  or in any אֶּ
country … but on one condition: 
they must always include in their 
printing the last [40 plus] pages 
that were the three דְרָשוֹת I 
named עֲלוֹת אַהֲרֹן  אַהֲרֹן When ,בְהַּ
went up [to יִם  This will give.…[שָמַּ
you blessing from ד׳, for your 
good deed…” 
 My לְמִיד  the greatest ,תַּ
consolation for חָכָם שִמְעוֹן was 
through this ר  ,True, his son .סֵפֶּ
 s’אַהֲרֹן left no children, but ,אַהֲרֹן
greatest legacy still lives on 
forever. All the תוֹרָה that was 
created and the memories of his 
beautiful מִדוֹת will always serve 
as an inspiration for future 
generations! So too, your תוֹרָה 
and עֲשִים טוֹבִים  !lives on forever מַּ

  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ
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is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment
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In תּוֹרַת הָעוֹלָה, the רמ״א writes that 
when נְבוּכַדְנֶאצַר came to destroy the  ית בֵּ
 ,the Greek philosopher, Plato הַמִקְדָשׁ
joined him. Plato met ּיִרְמְיָהו crying 
bitterly by the ruins of the ׁית הַמִקְדָש  בֵּ
and asked him 2 questions: 1) Is it 
befitting for a man of your intelligence 
to cry over stones? 2) The building is 
already in ruins … what good are your 
tears now? ּיִרְמְיָהו replied by asking him 
to list all his complicated philosophical 
questions. Plato listed his top most 
difficult questions. ּיִרְמְיָהו answered 
them all. Plato was dumbfounded! Then 
 cried, “I derived all my wisdom יִרְמְיָהוּ
from these stones! As regards my crying 
about the past, you will never 
understand it!” It was not for Plato to 
appreciate that the more we think 
about the loss of the ׁית הַמִקְדָש  the ,בֵּ
greater our joy at the time of the 
redemption — רָה  !בְבִיאַת הַמָשִׁיחַ בִמְהֵּ
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Many Jews sought the Rambam’s sage advice; 
he would receive many letters every day.

The Rambam immediately wrote a comforting letter...

,אחי אהובי
My dear brother, I was honored to receive your letter, 
and you ask an excellent question. Avraham is the 
forefather of us all, and as one of us you can definitely 
refer to the Avos as your own ancestors in the tefillos…

Your reward is eternal, and may you be blessed!

Why did Rabbeinu answer in 
Hebrew? This man wrote his letter 

in Arabic! It would be easier for him 
to read Arabic, since that is his first 
language. Rabbeinu has written many 
answers, and even his commentaries, 

in Arabic!

I specifically 
wrote it in Hebrew 

to further show him 
how much he is now 
part of Klal Yisrael. 
I recognize him as 

a full-fledged Jew 
who understands 

Hebrew.

Your question is 
good, but this man is a 
ger. If I had written my 
answer in Arabic it might 
just remind him where he 
originally comes from.

 from his תּוֹרה was born in Cordova, Spain, and learned ,רמב״ם the ,רבינוּ משה בן מימוֹן זצ״ל
father. He was around בר מצוה when the Cordoban Jews were forced to either accept 
Islam or go into exile. The רמב״ם and his family fled, wandering through Spain for 12 
years. It was during this time that the רמב״ם wrote his classic פרוּשׁ המשניוֹת. In 1165 his 
family finally settled in Cairo, Egypt. He became the royal doctor after his brother,
 who supported the family, drowned at sea. Between 1167-1180 he wrote the famous ,ר׳ דוד
 written פרוּשים There have been hundreds of .הלכוֹת a clear guide to all ,(יד החזקה) משנה תּוֹרה
on משנה תּוֹרה. On his קבר are the words “ממשה עד משה לא קם כמשה- From (משה רבינוּ) משה until 
 ,He also wrote other works ”.משה there has never been anyone like (רמב״ם the) משה

including מוֹרה נבכים - Guide for the Perplexed, a complex philosophical work.
4896-4965 1135-1204 ,cy wf

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

י זַצַ״ל מְעוֹן אַגַסִׁ  was born in Baghdad, Iraq (Persia) to חָכָם שִׁ
לְכָה He studied in  .פָרְחָה and אַהֲרֹן דְרָש זִׁ ית מִׁ  and hid his בֵּ
brilliance in תּוֹרָה until he was יד י מֻבְהָק his מַסְפִׁ בֶן  the ,רֶבִׁ

יש חַי י at his ,אִׁ ל He also learned under .לְוָיָה s’רֶבִׁ ים  Maglad and ר׳ שְמוּאֵּ סִׁ ר׳ נִׁ
י וִׁ ירוּש at 17. In 1878 he began writing his קַבָלָה He began to study .הַלֵּ  on פִׁ
the תּוֹרָה. A year later, he married ל  עַבְדאָללָה בֶן אֶלְיָה בָחָר daughter of ,רָחֵּ
and later joined צְחָק יבַת חָכָם יִׁ צְחָק מָרְדְכָי  where he learned under ,יְשִׁ חָכָם יִׁ
ים His illustrious .שָשוֹן ידִׁ  of Baghdad אב״ד the) ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ מֹשֶה included תַּלְמִׁ
and רָב of ים בְעָתַיִׁ ית of the ראב״ד) Mutzafi ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ,(גִׁ דִׁ דָה הֶחָרֵּ ית -עֵּ סְפָרַדִׁ
ם יְרוּשָלַיִׁ ק among others. Revered as a ,(בִׁ י and פוֹסֵּ  he ,תּוֹרָה in all areas of בָקִׁ
was also wrote many ים י אַהֲרֹן including ,סְפָרִׁ מְעוֹן and בְנֵּ י שִׁ מְרֵּ  .אִׁ

 ח' מנחם אב
5611 – 5674 
1851 – 1914 

A lady once came to י זַצַ״ל מְעוֹן אַגַסִׁ  and חָכָם שִׁ
asked for a loan from his צְדָקָה fund. He 
asked her if she had any collateral to offer. 
She gave him a garment and he gave her 
a loan. When his wife saw the garment 
she exclaimed, “This garment is not even 
worth a penny”. The חָכָם immediately 
calmed his wife and carefully explained 
his reasoning, “The important part [for me] 
is the loan, not the collateral.” His ל ת חַיִׁ  אֵשֶׁ
accepted his answer unequivocally. Of course, the 
borrower proceeded to repay her loan on time. 
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כֶם … ה׳    אֲשֶר  דִבֶר  לָּ כֶם  כַּ רֵךְ  אֶתְּ מִים  וִיבָּ עָּ כֶם  אֶלֶף  פְּ יֹסֵף  עֲלֵיכֶם  כָּ
רִים א:יא(. בָּ  )דְּ

 May G-d, … add a thousandfold more like you and bless 
you, as He spoke to you. 
שִ״י  אֵל says רַּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  s’מֹשֶה expressed dissatisfaction with בְּ
ה כָּ רָּ ה Only that and no more? Is that the full extent of your“ .בְּ כָּ רָּ  ?בְּ
רֵאשִית לב:יג) blessed us ה׳  to be like the dust of the earth …  too (בְּ
numerous to count.” 
ה responded, “You will surely receive the מֹשֶה  כָּ רָּ  ה׳ that בְּ
gave you. This is just my personal ה כָּ רָּ  ”.to you בְּ
 What exactly was מֹשֶה’s reply? What added benefit would 
אֵל רָּ נֵי יִשְּ ה derive from his בְּ כָּ רָּ  of a thousand-fold increase if they בְּ
were already receiving ה׳’s ה כָּ רָּ  ?of virtually limitless increase בְּ
ם סוֹפֵר  אֵל was testing מֹשֶה :explains חֲתַּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  Did they .בְּ
want to have children to help carry the household burden, provide 
companionship and as a source of security in old age? Or because 
each child is a spark of the Divine, a priceless gift from Heaven, a 
piece of א בָּ ם הַּ  If they had wanted children for their usefulness ?עוֹלָּ
alone, they would have said, “A thousand fold will suit our purposes 
just fine.” But they wanted children too numerous to count.  נֵי בְּ
אֵל רָּ  ,were thinking not about their material and emotional needs יִשְּ
but about the ה כָּ רָּ  that each child represents. Thus, they proved בְּ

themselves worthy of ה׳’s ה כָּ רָּ  .בְּ
 When עֲקֹב ם returned from יַּ רָּ ו ,אַּ עֲקֹב noticed עֵשָּ  s many’יַּ
children and asked him, “What are you doing with all these 
children? I thought we made a division; I take זֶה ם הַּ  and you take עוֹלָּ
א בָּ ם הַּ  So why do you have so many children? What do children .עוֹלָּ
have to do with א בָּ ם הַּ זֶה Children are a boon in ?עוֹלָּ ם הַּ  ”!עוֹלָּ
עֲקֹב   .replied, “Not so! Children are sparks of the Divine יַּ
The opportunity to raise a child, to develop a Divine soul to the 
point where it can enter א בָּ ם הַּ  is a privilege of the highest ,עוֹלָּ
spiritual worth. That is why I have children.” 
 Modern man has made a startling discovery: children are 
a burden. Who needs them? … But what about companionship? 
Future? No problem. Instead of coming home to a house full of 
demanding, noisy, frustrating children, he can come home to an 
adoring, tail-wagging dog who will run to bring him his slippers and 
newspaper. This is the attitude of ו  .adapted to modern times ,עֵשָּ
 In contrast, עֲקֹב  understands that each child represents a יַּ
spiritual mission, a spark of the Divine, entrusted to our care and 
our guidance, an opportunity to fulfill ה׳’s desire to have this soul 
brought to א בָּ ם הַּ  .עוֹלָּ

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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